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Places of publication, 
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23rd and 39th June 1908. 


27 th June 1903. 
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.6¢ 806 


28rd June 1908, 
36th ditto. 
28th ditto. 
24th ditto. | 


29th June 1908. 


26th June 1908. 


23rd and 80th June 1998. 
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15th June 1903. 


tie 


oe 
II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)—Polwe. | 


Tue Bikas [Barisal] of the 23rd June says that the zamindari tahsildar of 
Mangalhata, Barisal, under Mahima Chandra Ray 
Chaudhuri, zamindar, commits great oppression on 
_ vaiyats, If a raiyat happens to displease the 
- tahsildar, the latter brings a fulse case against him. The tahsildar realises 
money from ignorant people on the pretext of giving the money to Settlement 
Officers, but, as a matter of fact, he only satisfies his own greed with it. 
The raiyats recently brought a serious case against him, but he has fortunately 
escaped punishment. 


9. A correspondent of the Medini Bandhav [Midnapore] of the 24th 
June says that the levy of the chaukidari-tax on 
The chaukidari-tex and = the the Sonthal Kumris inhabiting the Gohaltosh, 

a rh Pingbani and other villages under the Garbeta 

thana in the Midnapore district, causes great 
hardship to these poor and destitute people. They are day-labourers, and the 
rates of their wages are 6 and 3 pice for a cooly and a kamin, respectively. 
Besides this, every day does not bring them wages, As a matter of course, 
they buy one cutcht seer of rice at 6 pice, boil it in 7 or 8 seers of water, 
and live—a family of five or six,—on the gruel thus prepared. They live in 
huts made of leaves of trees, and have not a brass pot to drink from. They 
cannot pay the chaukidari-tax, and yet the punchayet realises even fines 
from them. When in December last Messrs. Carstairs and Luson saw their 
condition with their own eyes and asked them to make applications on which 
they would pass orders from Midnapore town, they said with childlike 
simplicity—‘ You will not do that; in Midnapore you will forget everything.” 
(See Report on the Native Papers of 1903, page 93, lines 53—56.) The prediction 
of the poor people has turned out to be correct. Mr. Carstairs is now 
enjoying his leave in his sweet home, and Mr. Lusor has become the Commis- 
sioner of the Patna Division, and the poor Sonthal Kumris are still suffering 
from chaukidari oppression. It is hoped that Mr. Marr, the present District 
Magistrate, will relieve them of it. ) 


3. The Jyoti [Chittagong] of the 25th June asks the local omy to 
> eects dk & ite investigate the truth of the rumours which are 
sen ten, ™  ~ 8" efloat regarding the death of Alfred Gonsalves, of 
Suja Katgon of Chittagong town, whose dead body 

was found floating in Isaac Serao’s tank. 


4. The Rangpur Dikprakash (Rangpur , of the 25th June says that the 


Oppression by & zamindar's 
officer in Barisal. 


The police in a theft case in 


ted in the house of Lakshmi Behara, an inhabitant 
of Kakina, Rangpur. It is quite unintelligible why a poor man should 
concoct a theft case. The theft was, moreover, attended with house-breaking. 


0. Referring to the case of Snanity recently committed in the house of 
ili be ies tt, one Nandalal Das, an inhabitant of Taliganj, near 
: oe desc Calcutta, the Sanjiwani [Calcutta] of the 25th June 
says that but for the indifference of the beat constables, a crime like this 
could not have been committed so near a police outpost. Probably some 
local people are at the bottom of the affair. Only two persons have been arrested 
out of the twenty-five who committed the dacoity. Some of the dacoits left 
their head-dresses and false beards in Nandalal’s house. But the police has 
not yet taken them as clues. Dacoities are frequent in Sapur, Taliganj, 
Behala, and the neighbouring villages. Many people have permanently left 
elr homes for fear of dacoity. It is a shame that dacoities should be so 
frequent in the vicinity of the metropolis. | 


6. A correspondent of the same paper says that sometime ago a theft 

A case of theft with b with house-breaking was committed in the mud hut 
breaking in Calcutta. ouse- of one Sakha Harhi living in No. 65, Sukea’s 
} Street, Calcutta, and some ornaments were stolen. 


™, 


Rangpur police has reported as false a theft — 
Rangpur, case, which was stated to have been commit-' 
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JYOTI, 


June 25th, 1903. 


RANGPUR Dik- 


PRAKASH, 


June 25th, 1903. 


SANJIVANT, 


June 25th, 1903. 


SANJIVANI. 
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HiTavaDI, 
June 26th, 190”. 


HiTaVADI, 


HITAVADI, 


HITAVADI, 
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he thief left his napkin, which was smeared with oil and scrapings 
There is a brazier gps Pha of Sakha who used to frequent his h — erat 
was not at home when the theft was committed. On receiving informat: 
from Sakha’s wife, the police arrested the relative above mentioned, He maid 
that the napkin belonged not to him, but to a neighbour of his who has 4 lock. 
making business, and he was released. Nothing further was done in the 
But since that time brickbats have been falling into Sakha’s house eyor 
night. Sakha reported the fact to the police. On the 22nd June last a police 
jamader came to him and chastised him for disturbing the Police Inspector 
so often,’ It is hoped that the Police Commissioner will enqu 


ire into the 
case, and see that the poor man gets back the stolen ornaments. 


7, The same paper publishes a letter from a village in the Mymensingh 


istrict containing a descripti ‘m} 
The chaukidari-tax. distr 5 scription, similar to those 


which have appeared in previous issues, of the 
oppressions which are committed on poor people by chaukidars, &c., the 


hardship that is caused by enhancements of the chaukidari-tax, and the evils 
which characterise the present chaukidari system. © 


8, A correspondent of the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 26th June says 


s eiliiieaa aha dane that on the morning of the 9th June last tii 
ta the Hanes dattiat. young wife of a well-to-do man, an inhabitant of 


the Amudabad village, under the Kasba thana ip 
the Tippera district, was forcibly carried away by some budmashes when she 
was on her way home after a bath in a neighbouring tank and ravished in a 
field. The culprits are still at large. It is hoped that the authorities wil] 
leave no stone unturned to trace and bring them to justice. 


9. The same paper says that the Deputy Magistrate who is trying the 
Ajjaspur murder case at Serampore in the Hoogl 
district has made a note to the effect that the fact 
that certain relatives of a powerful local zamindar, 
Rai Kedar Prasanna Bahadur, are implicated in the case, has greatly obstructed 
the course of police investigation. The same Deputy Magistrate wrote a 
similar note in a similar case in Rajshahi, namely, the Kasimpur murder case. 
But there the culprits were subsequently traced by an able detective officer 
and brought to punishment. The Inspector-General of Police is therefore 


requested to engage an able detective officer to hunt out the real offenders in 
the Ajjaspur case, — 


The Ajjaspur murder case, 
Serampore. 


10. A correspondent of the same paper says that some time ago a servant 
of the naib of the Subarnakhali Cutcherry of the 


Budmashes within the Tavgail Rani of Putia within the Tangail subdivision of 


subdivision of the Mymensingh 


district. the Mymensingh district was severely beaten by 


some bndmashes below a bridge called Sankharia 


- bridge, the naib saving himself by galloping off on his horse. A few days siter 


that occurrence a spear was flung at him through an open window in the room 
in which he was sleeping, but fortunately he escaped being pierced. There 
are many gambling-houses in Bokarpara, Michhuria, and other villages situate 
along the road between Panchtikrhi and Tangail, and in these houses dudmashes 


commit extortion on people under the plea of gambling. Recently Satis 
Chandra Lahiri of Nagarbarhi, Farad Sheik of Daulatpur, Dinu Tapaldar of 
Falda Dhepukandi, and many other people were robbed of everything they 
had with them, although they did not accede to their proposal of gambling with 


them. On account of these men the road has become dangerous. What is the 
police doing ? 


ll. A correspondent ofthe same paper says that in many places in Bengal © 


: : barbers extort money by refusing to shave. T0 

poresmen Oy Serbere the Hindu the barber is a necessity, as he 1s require 
at the end of every period of impurity consequent on a death or a pirth. 
Recently the barber question gave rise to a regular riot in the Karanja village 


in the Pabna district. The case is sub judice. The correspondent was himse 


once left half-shaved by a barber because he did not consent to pay four anna 
as shaving fee. . | 
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12. Referring to the question asked in Parliament on the subject of the | 


OP chaukidari-tax and Lord George Hamilton’s reply 
The chaukidari-tax. ‘ 


to it, the Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 27th June 
writes as follow :— 

Of course, neither the question nor the answer will cause surprise to our 
readers: Such questions and answers have become almost stereotyped. Lord 
George Hamilton has never been in India, and has not therefore seen her true 
condition. He remains at a distance and thinks she is happy and prosperous. 
He is of opinion that the Indians enjoy affluence and are exceedingly happy. 
How can he, then, suddenly admit the oppressive character of the chaukdari- 

? ’ 
arbiter of India’s destinies as he truly and pre-eminently is, it is 
certainly his duty to make himself master of all the facts relating to this 
chaukidari-tax. Now, truth to tell, there is absolutely no necessity for this 
tax. The Indians pay various taxes in various ways, and with the proceeds 
of these taxes it behoves the rulers to perform the manifold duties connected 
with a beneficent administration of the country. There are no distinct and 
separate taxes such as an inspection tax, a magisterial tax, a munsifi tax, a 
commissionership or a judgeship maintenance tax, or a gubernatorial tax. 
Why should there, then, be a chaukidari-tax? 

The chaukidari-tax really proves oppressive in the case of many poor 
people, The Secretary of State says that ‘‘the poor are altogether exempt,” 
but considering the manner in which the tax is assessed, how many poor people 
would be likely to enjoy exemption?’ ‘There is provision in the law for realis- 
ing an assessment so small as two pice. Just imagine the condition of those 
who are considered fit to bear an assessment no bigher than that. ie 

O Lord George Hamilton, if you had had an opportunity of witnessing 
the condition of the natives with your own eyes, at least of reading the native 


newspapers for yourself, then you would have found yourself shedding tears. 


and making a speech the very opposite of that to which you have treated 
Parliament from your jewelled seat of office. We have repeatedly dwelt upon 
the oppressions often committed upon people in connection with the assessment 
of this tax. Of course, it is not possible to whisper our complaints in your ear. 
They are ventilated in newspapers.. The panchayats, who are entrusted with 
the work of assessment, have in many cases ceased to be the conscientious 
representatives of the village community which they once were. We are able 
to prove that in some places the panchayat assesses the wealthy man in the 
village and the poor villager who lives from hand to mouth at the same amount. 
How can the latter pay it? It is no wonder, therefore, that when the time 
comes for paying the tax, the poor man is put to great trouble, has not unoften 
to see his everything sold off, and in the end even to suffer imprisonment. 
The condition of the villagers had not become so bad when the chaukidars 
enjoyed chakran lands as a reward for their services. They were then under 


the control of the villagers, who did not find it necessary to pay them for their 


work. ‘The chaukidars have now become members of the regular police. 
What the police is, O Lord George Hamilton, you do not perhaps require to 
be told. It is for a reform of this police that the Police Commission was 
appointed, and it is police reform that Lord Curzon has set before himself as a 
great task to be accomplished by him. 

Of late, the chaukidari-tax has become still more oppressive. Cases have 
come to notice in which a family which formerly paid one rupee is now required 
to pay four times the amount, simply because, though the income of the 
family property has not increased, the members have formed themselves into 
Our separate groups and mess in four separate places. 

It is not possible to tell everything in writing. One must see for one’s 
self. How can the Secretary of State do so in this matter? But if Lord 
Curzon, actuated by a sincere desire to do good to the Indians, can have an 
ri aa made by conscientious and trustworthy men, His Excellency may come 
to learn the true state of the country and make Lord George Hamilton also 
Cognisant thereof. © Lord Curzon, do institute an enquiry to ascertain the 
true facts as to the great danger the chaukidari-tax has proved to the people 
Of this country. The wide firmament itself would be too small a canvas for a 

picture of the oppressions committed in connection with this tax. Do you, O 
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Lord, once see for yourself whether the chakidari-tax is conducive to a 
beneficent administration of the country or 1s, on the contrary, an eDgine of 
oppression. | | 


13. The same paper has the following :— | 

A new era will dawn on India, if her police js 
reformed and her people are no more startled at 
the name of the police. But will India ever he fortunate enough to gee that 
day? Will the people of India ever see a police, efficient and at the same time 
courteous like the police of the large towns of Europe? We can scarcely hope 
so much, seeing the terrible look which the Indian police now wears in man 
places. Not to speak of other places, one’s hair stands on end to hear of the 
oppressions which are. from time to time committed by the police in the very 
metropolis of British India. Who that has read the reports of the doings of 
the Calcutta Police, which have been published for some weeks past in the 
Bengalee newspaper, can entertain the hope that the Indian police will ever be 
reformed into a body like the police of England? 


14. The same paper says that reports of cattle-lifting are for some time 

pouring in from many quarters, In some places 

a nttle-theft, etc., in the Hooghly the thieves are said even to skin live cattle. This 

istrict. : 

form of crime was not unknown before, but has 

become so prevalent of late as to cause anxiety as to the future of the race in 

India. Below are given some complaints about cattlé-lifting, cattle-poisoning, 
and skinning of live cattle, received from the Hooghly district : -- 


Police reform. 


~ 


(1) An attempt was made on the 30th April to steal two cows from the 
cowshed of a Aaivarta of Panischala in Haripal thana. 

(2) A similar attempt was made in the month of Chaiitra last in the house 
of Sarada Charan Chakravarti of Kalilpur, thana Dhaniakhali. 

(3) Towards the end of the month of Falgun last, a cow belonging toa 
Musalman of Nalthoba, thana Tarakeswar, was missed. The dead a of the 
animal, minus its skin, was subsequently found in a field. 

(4) A cow belonging to a Muchi of Manirampore, thana Haripal, was stolen 
about the middle of the month of Baisakh last, and its skinned body was found 
the day after the theft. ee 

(>) An attempt was made a few weeks ago to steal cows from the cowshed 
of a cultivator of Mohanbati near Kaikala, thana Haripal. . 

(6) A cattle-thief was recently arrested and brought to justice in Khamar 
Chandipur, thana Haripal. | | 

(7) About two months ago, plough cattle belonging to a poor widow of 
Bahirkhanda, thana Haripal, was stolen, killed, and robbed of its skin. : 


15. The Nava Yug [Calcutta] of the 27th June says that. far from the 

The hetese of Uidians to Coca: ene © Seneomnant that the brothels in Cornwallis 

wallis Street, Calcutta, —Sé« beet: have been removed being true, one finds, 

on the contrary, that houses of ill-fame have of 

late become more numerous in that street. As these houses are visited by a 

very large number of law practitioners, law professors, and law students, their 

inmates know something of law and refused to be removed on the technical 

ground that the Police Commissioner has no power to order their removal 80 

long as they commit no nuisance. They also say that singing and playing 
music is no nuisance. | 


16. The Dacca Prakash [Dacca] of the 28th June has the following :— 

(1) A correspondent of this paper writing from 
Harischandi, in the Nawabganj thana of the 
Dacca district, complains of the prevalence of theft in the place, and says 
that on the 21st June last a theft was committed in the house of Govinda 
Chandra Rahut. 


(2) Lately, one night one Ram Chang of Bhangabhita, within the jurisdic: 
tion of the same thana, attempted to outrage the modesty of Ahladi, wife 
of his neighbour, Ras Bihari Mandal. He was arrested and made over to 4 
chaukidar. The panchayet of the village sent the culprit in charge of the 
chaukidar and the man who had arrested him to the thana, On the way; 
however, the chaukidar and the accused absconded. At the instance of the: 


‘ { 


Crime in the Dacca district. 
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et . 
ae against the chaukidar. 


iuda Sutradhar of Bharalia, within the jurisdiction of the same 
th Mg! i live with his ‘wife, Sarat Kamini, in the house of his father-in- 
law jn Shikaripara. Lately, one day Govinda came home from his work and 
had a talk with his wife and left again for his lace of business. Soon after 
his wife complained of pain in her abdomen. The pain increased | durin; the 
is Mae ad the gitl died before medical aid could be called in, She told her 
mather that her husband had given her something to eat and had also told her 
not to say anything about it to anybody. The case is suspicious; especially 
as Govinda is believed to be in love with other women. er 
17. Acorrespondent of the same paper writing from Bhitarhanda, in 
the Rangpnr district, complains that a mad jackal, 
A rabid jackel, = which has been a about in the village 
oe and cattle, has not yet been destroyed. : 
ments. The Dacca Gasette [Dacca] of the 29th June says that one Fulsav 
Bibi brought a case against Babu Kula Chandra 
A serious case against some Qhandra, the Sub-Inspector of the Bhandaria 
olice officers in the Backergunge thang and Sub-Inspector Nivaran Chandra Muk- 
— herji and Paban Chaukidar of the Betagi thana, 
within the Patuakhali subdivisidn of the Backergunge district, under sections 
303, 342, 354, and 380 of the Penal Code. The Deputy Magistrate of Patua- 
khali inquired into the case and dismissed it. Besides this, he gave permis- 
sion for the prosecution of the woman for having brought a false case. The 
woman made an appeal to the District Judge against this decision. The 
Bikas newspaper says that the appeal has been granted. 
19.. The Hindt Bangavasi | Calcutta] of the 29th June says that the Cal- 
cutta Police has become so oppressive that the 
very name of police creates horror’ in the mind 
of Calcutta people. The police makes use of 
various methods to extort bribes from the people, among which the maskabari 
system and the -poor-boz system are the most conspicuous.. Maskabart means 
bribes taken from grog shop-keepers at the end of every calendar month, and 
oor-box means bribes taken in numerous ways from cartmen, cabmen, 
gamblers, betel and cocaine sellers, petty shop-keepers, prostitutes, and hotel- 
keepers. The amount realized from all these scources is divided among 
policemen, not excluding the highest officers. We are glad that steps are 
now and then taken to put a stop to these scandals. But up to this time 
these attempts have proved abortive. We hope Lord Curzon will direct his 
attention to the matter, 


Cowplaints against the Calcutta 
Police. 


20. A correspondent of the Pratina Cae) of the Ist July says 


aad ‘orima in Hat beggars and budmashes greatly harass pil- 
Kiguat =O Ct”~CéQ'itMS im the Kaalighat shrine near Calcutta. On 
the 23rd June last a gold chain was wrested by 

one of the dudmashes from the neck of a little boy who had come to the 
shrine with Babu Jadu Nath Saha of Behala. The idea that oppressions on 
pilgrims in Kalighat have diminished is false. Cannot the pandas expel all 
bad characters and beggars from the precincts of the temple? 3 
21, The same paper says that theft, dacoity, kidnapping of’ girls for 
sale to bad we all sorts of crimes in fact, 
have assumed a fearful proportion in Behala, 
Shahapur, and other villages under the Taliganj thana, near Calcutta. The 
police appears to be of no use in preventing them. Recently a fearful dacoity 
was committed in the house of one Rasik Lal Nath of Shahapur. The armed 
dacoits set fire to his house and severely beat both its male and female inmates. 
Three of the dacoits were detected by the Taliganj police and identified by 
Rasik Lal’s family, but were afterwards released, no one knows why. Again, 
in accordance with Rasik Lal’s petition, a few policemen began to watch his 
house day and night. In spite of this and in the presence of one jamadar 
and four constables, the three dacoits who had been detected by the police, 
and then released, entered Rasik Lal’s house on. the night of.the 26th June 
last and threatened him, saying that they meant to take not rage — 


Crime near Calcutta. i 


4 


A dacoity has also been committed in the house of one Nanda 


a complaint bas been made against the accused, bnt no action has 
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Band-master of Berhampore. 
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Kanaipur village. A number of grass-cutters have been arrested in the 
case. 


(b)— Working of the Courts, 


99, Referring to the case which has been brought against B 
sn Band-master of Gorabazar, in Dachavenect “i 
The case against Babu lal, +1, District Collector, the Murshidabad Hitaish; 
[Murshidabad] of the 24th June says that y, 


Barnaville, the Joint-Magistrate who heard the case on the 19th June fea 
refused to issue a summons in the name of the Collector, whom the accused 
person wanted to cite as a witness in the case. Why did Mr. Barnaville do 
so? The case ought to have been tried outside the jurisdiction of the 
Collector because he himself is a party to 1t. 


93. The Jyoti (Chittagong) of the 25th June says that the case inst} 
ii sy ishnu Prasad Chakravarti of Sylhet » en 
one Susil Kumar,: an mg cor ge at the Sitakundy 
station on the Assam-Bengal Railway. for oppression, has been pending for 4 
very long time. The complainant has as yet failed to compel the attendance 
of the accused in Court, although by the Court’s order he has had to. y 
for the issue of a summons four times. One fails to see why the Court boa 
not issue a warrant against the accused. _ ae 
23. A correspondent of the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 26th June says - 
that on the 19th April last Babu Dakshina Charan 
The ge ag a Sen, the Additional Assistant Commissioner of 
Sylhet district. _— - Habiganj in the Sylhet district, showed great 
partiality to a pleader, a friend of his, during the 
hearing of a case. That pleader appeared for the defence and contended that 
the case could not be tried in Dakshina Babu’s Court. A long discussion 
followed, after which Dakshina Babu ordered a closing of the hearing in his 
Court. But he was obliged to retract this order on being hard pressed by the 
pleader for the prosecution to make a note as to the section of the law under 
which he passed it. 
24, The Basumati Saamems of the 27th June has the following :— 

ill Government accept, as fulfilling the ends 
of justice, the Puri Deputy Magistrate’s decision 
in the Puri Raja’s case? If it does, the people 
will no more enjoy security of life, property, and honour, The Magistrate of 
a district may, for various reasons, be displeased with anybody living in his 
district and may make a wrong use of the large powers for oppression he 
possesses. Such abuse of power is not rare in the history of judicial adminis- 
tration in India. : | 

When a Magistrate oppresses a native, however respectable, the sort of 
justice the injured man may expect to receive in a court of law is sufficiently 


A long pending case. 


The decision in the Puri Raja's 
Cage. 


illustrated by the Deputy Magistrate’s decision. It is idle for a man, who has 


incurred the displeasure of a District Magistrate, to expect justice from 4 
Deputy Magistrate who is subordinate to the District Magistrate. Where is the 
Deputy so stupid and unselfish as to sacrifice his worldly intereste to his 
conscience 48 a judicial officer ? | 
Mr. Garrett’s treatment of the Raja of Puri was quite indefensible, 
whatever the point of view from which it is looked at. Mr. Garrett, as Magis 
trate, wanted to stop the pote ceremony in due time. But this meant 
stoppage of the Car festival. And that was clearly an interference with the 
‘Hindu religion. No Magistrate and, for the matter of that, no official in Inds 
pomncest the right to make such interference. Yet Mr. Garrett consid 
imself all-powerful and did what he liked. The Raja, on his part, would 
have been perfectly within his right to disobey the Mavistrate’s illegal order. 
But he did not choose to follow this course. He prayed to the Magistrate with 
joined hands to rescind his order. His prayer was not heard. What could he, 
then, do but wire an appeal to the Lieutenant-Governor and the Governor- 
General? The pahundi wasa ceremony which could on no account be le 
unperformed, . | 
But this was unbearable to the Magistrate. He got violently offended and 
called forthe Raja’s explanation. The Raja was ii at the time and failed to 


aN QW Qav CE 


—s Ww Ba HV er GW cr rie = 


‘him and his 


( 559 ) 


appear before the Magistrate, but he prayed that another day might be appoint- 
ed for the hearing of the matter. The Magistrate, however, issued a warrant 
for the Raja’s arrest, and then followed the arrest and the remainder of the 
r. : ; 
— Had the Magistrate any right to call for an explanation from the Raja? 
The truth is that Mr. Garrett considered the offence the Raja had committed 
by wiring to the higher authorities as unpardonable, and refused to admit that 
the Raja’s action was justifiable. He thought that the Raja had insulted him 
by what he had done, and he, therefore, took a resolve to humble him, 2S 
The Magistrate was wrong from the beginning to the end, and the Raja, 
who was wronged and who sought redress in the law court, failed to get 
justice. It now remains only to see what orders the Lieutenant-G overnor 
passes on the Raja’s memorial, The judgment passed by the Deputy Magis- 
trate only reflects the Magistrate’s wishes. And if the British Government is 
carried on on this principle, it will be little different from the Musalman rule. 
But Government does not certainly desire this. We are, therefore, not 
without hope that we shall see the Puri Raja’s wrong righted. 
The trial before the Deputy Magistrate of Puri has shown us that if a 
District Magistrate takes it into his head to oppress even a respectable man, 
and if the impartial laws of the British Government lend themselves to him as 
a weapon of oppression, then the injured man can hope for no remedy. For 
prestige is a far more important consideration than the fulfilment of. the 
sovereign’s duties to his subjects. The Magistrate is the real sovereign of the 
district, and every other consideration must make way before that of the 
maintenance of his prestige, 7 ? 
28. The People and Prativasi [Calcutta] of the 29th June has the follow- 
The Gorabazar khas mahal ing in its English columns gy ° ys 8 8 
Prey ) The Commissioner of the Presidency Division, 
we hear, has asked Mr. Carey, the Magistrate of 
Murshidabad, to withdraw the criminal proceedings he has instituted against 
bandmaster Babu Lal, the khas mahal raiyat of Gorabazar. What a queer 
position this for the lord of the district? -When the khas mahal raiyats in a 
body requested him to seek the help of the Civil Court to settle his dispute with 


PRaTIVas!, 
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them, he did not deign to listen to their prayer. But he has, we believe, now — 
no option but to do the same thing, unless, as in the case of the District 
Engineer, he chooses to defy the order of his official superior and have his own 
way. By the way, is the Commissioner going to take any step with regard to 
Mr, Carey’s action in the matter of Babu Nava Kumar Chuckraburty? In the 
opinion of the Commissioner himself, Mr. Carey most unjustly sought to deprive 
this papi | and highly-paid officer of the District Board of a post which gives 
a 


mily bread. Mr. Lyon condemned his arbitrary proceedings, 
and then asked him to reinstate the District Engineer and give him a. fair 


hearing. Mr. Carey not only paid no heed to this injunction of the Commis-— 


sioner, but appointed a European, alleged to be incompetent, in the place of 
Babu Nava Kumar. This means gross insubordination on the part of 
Mr. Carey. May we enquire, how can discipline be maintained if the orders of 
the superior officer are in this way treated with contempt by his subordinate? 


(d)—Education, — 
26. The Tripura Mitaishi [Comilla of the 28rd June says that the 
i ia Circular issue by the Inspector of Schools, Chitta- 
st iS Soy Be pagent Sse gong, directing the authorities of middle and 


Primary Examinations. apeet primary schools to send the names and fees 
O 


examinees by the 10th June last, has caused 
& good deal of inconvenience both to stu ents and teachers, Itis therefore 


hoped that he. will correct any di : ° ge 
: y discrepancies or mistakes which may have 
occurred in the execution of the order. . | y 


(e¢)—Local Self- Government and Municipal Administration, 
27. The Burdwan Seafront | Burdwen) of the 23rd June says:— 


Government’s present attitude 


towards local self-government, suspicion the spread of political education in the 


overnment seems now a days to regard with | 


‘country. It is, in consequence, gradually depriy-— 
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ing us of privileges which, at one time, it delighted to confer upon us, The 
present rulers seem to be perplexed by the political ambition which Wester, 
education has created in the heart of the Indian people; or they would not 
be so anxious to bring local self-government under its full control. Daurin 

the last few years a number of new ep epee have been formed in: Ben r 
and all of them have been manned with nominated Commissioners, The 
Dacca Municipality has been given an official Chairman, and Government has 
now advised the Burdwan and Bhagalpur Municipalities to appoint Deputy | 
Magistrates nominated by it as their Chairman. These measures have created 

an impression in the public mind that Government no longer delights in the 

spread of local self-government but rather regards its spread and expansion 

with anxiety, Government should see that such an impression does not create 

discontent in the mind of the people, 


28. The Bikas [Barisal] of the 23rd J une says that some officials in the 
_____ present day are trying to take away from the Indian 
Abolition of local self-govern- people the rivilege of local self-rovernment 
psy which Lord Ripon conferred on them, and that 
Mr. Savage, the Commissioner of the Davca. Division, is one of such officials. 
Attempts are being made to appoint official Chairmen to the Burdwan and 
Bhagalpur Municipalities. If Government continues to follow this policy, 
local self-zovernment will soon cease to exist in India. 


29. Thesame paper is sorry to hear complaints of mismanagement in 

; the Barisal Hospital, The Assistant Surgeon 
The Barisal Hospital. attached to it is a very good man. It is therefore 
hoped that he will be more attentive to his duties in future. _ 


30. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Pairika [Calcutta] of the 

a cae ee 24th June is not py = the ludicrous explan- 

1, ne plague administration Of ation given in the last Plague Administration 
ee Report of the Calcutta Municipality regarding the 
virulence of the epidemic during the last cold season. The explanation is— 
‘‘this is due mainly to the severity of the present outbreak.” Is not this 


- Judicrous? The truth is that the virulence of the outbreak was due to the 
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filthy condition into which the streets, lanes, and drains of the whole town 
have fallen since the new regimé came into force. The Municipality cannot 
be expected to admit its own shortcomings, and therefore this ridiculous 
explanation. | | | | 

The sum of Rs. 60,000 to Rs. 70,000, which is annually spent on the special 

lague department of the Municipality, is amply so much money thrown away. 
What the department does is only to visit the house in which a plague case ha 
occurred and wash the room in which death has occurred with some disinfecting 
fluid, whose efficacy as a disinfectant is still doubtful. It isa matter of congratu- 
lation, however, that the plague department did not, during the year under 
report, put forth much energy in the matter of plague inoculation, only nine 
men having been inoculated during the year. 

- The Municipality has taken great credit for the efficacy of the measure 
it adopted for the detection of plague by proclaiming rewards to medical prae- 
titioners. But the writer thinks that. the money which was spent in paying 
these rewards was also a waste, pure and simple. 

The proposal to abolish the plague department was given up on account 
of the virulence of the disease during the last season. But why should a costly 
department like it be kept up for doing no other work than sprinkling some 
disinfecting liquid in infected houses? Cannot this one very simple work be 
made over to the Health Department ? 


31. The Sanjwant | Calcutta] of the 25th June says that Babu Krishna 
a ead a ——— the mee Chairman of the J ayangar 

: cal Yasirman of tie Municipality in the 24-Parganas district, has 
3. Paestnas dietic 2 ” “° commenced his Chalenionaiir in a lordly style. 
| naa _ Mr. Allen, late Magistrate of the district, converted 

the tank adjoining the Jaynagar Municipal Office into a sort of a park in which 
the local people could take their evening walk. Krishna Babu is now blocking 
this public walk by erecting a hospital house across it. The local people 
petitioned against this, and showed a more convenient spot for the erection of 


> 
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he house, but to no effect. Krishna Babu has, moreover, instructed the police 
arrest any one found walking near the tank. | 
™ 39, The Jyoti [Chittagong] of the 25th June says that whilst the popu- 
: ae ia lation of the southern quarter of Chittagong town 
The water-supply of @ part of Jo. one on increasing during recent years, the 
Chittagong SOwn- only source of its water-supply, namely, the Walter 
ring near the Telegraph office, has been tampered with by the excavation 
2 a well near it for supplying water to the Sadar Ghat, the shipping and the 
steamers. The flow of the spring has, consequently, been weakened and 
water comes out in a feeble stream. As large numbers of people gather to take 


é 


water from the stream at all times of the day, quarrels have become very 
frequent among them. It is the duty of the Municipality to see to the water- 


supply of this quarter of the town. 


Sudhakar {Calcutta} of the 26th June says that the 

The Durgapur burial-ground QOhairman and Health Officer of the Calcutta Muni- 
— cipality are now trying to close the burial-ground 
under a bye-law to be newly framed. But it is hoped that the Municipal 
Commissioners will not pass any such bye-law without going into the merits 
of the case. Unlike the Maniktala and Gobra burial-grounds, the Durgapur 
burial-ground 1s situate in a lonely place. But the Municipality is taking so 
much trouble and incurring such large expenses to close it, in order to please some 
Europeans who have to pass by it on their way to the Taliganj Club. If the 
Durgapur burial-ground has to be closed on sanitary considerations, the 
Maniktala and Gobra burial-grounds should be closed first of all, because they 


are situate in populous quarters of Calcutta, Is there not a single Commis- 


sioner who can ask the Municipality to show cause why it incurred a large 
expenditure in conducting the case ina law-court? Should public money be 
squandered in this way ? ee shee 
34. The Nava Yug [Calcutta] of the 27th June has the following :— 
: : The English institution of local sition: 
ment, which was brought over to this country, bids 
, : fair to die before it has attained even its youth. 
It came to be afflicted with many diseases after Icsing the parental care of 
Lord Ripon, and Sir Alexander Mackenzie made its diseased condition his 
plea for placing it under an English nurse, Government is at last seeking 
to place it under its own physicians, and has proposed two Deputy Magistrates 
for the CGirmanships of the Burdwan and Bhagalpur Municipalities. 
All hope is then gone. It now remains only to hold a condolence 
meeting to mourn the death of local self-governmeut. . : 
80. The Dacca Prakash| Dacca] the 28th June writes as follows :— 
The Government of Bengal wrote a letter the other 
wud day to the Commissioners of the Burdwan Muni- 
cipality asking them to appoint Babu Amrita Lal Mukherji, Deputy Magistrate, 
to the office of their Chairman, as such a step, according to Government, was 
calculated to increase the efficiency of the Municipality. On receipt-of this 
pecpennl, the Commissioners felt alarmed, and headed by men like Rai 
alinaksha Basu, Bahadur, and Babu Tara Prasanna Mukherji, they have 
proposed to send a memorial to Government. All Bengal is anxious to know 
what reply Government condescends to make to such a memorial. . i 
_ Seeing the clouds that are hovering in the sky of local self-government in 
Bengal, there is little cause for wonder that every well-wisher of the country 
should be alarmed. ‘The destructive policy which is being followed by the 
present rulers of the country in regard to local self-government would be 
enough to draw tears from the eyes of that noble-minded ruler who first 
poamarred the perme? of local self-government on the people of India, The 
raining and education which the | eople have received for so long a time 
re hopes and aspirations in their minds, It is probably to undo this 
elect that the present rulers of.the country are sceking to lay the axe at the 
root of high education and to do away with local self-government. ‘The 
overnment of Bengal, for, instance, is slowly depriving the Municipalities 
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Decadence of local self-guvern- 
ment. 


Local self.government in Bengal. 


of Bengal of their independence by appointing to them all-powerful official 


airmen, 
\ i ; 
\ 


J YOTI, 
June 25th, 1908. 


33 Referring to the Durgapur burial-ground case in Alipore the Mihir-o- Mrum.o-Supmaxan, 
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36. The Nihar [Contai] of the 30th June says that the want of a 


midwife at Contai is a cause of much su guslitied 


mothers and of a good many prevent 
deaths among infants born. There is, indeed ra 
Assistant Surgeon at Contai, but no Hindu or Musalman will call in 9 male 
accoucheur if he can help it. The District Board may remove this incon. 
venience by appointing a trained midwife for Contai, and if it refuses to bear 
the whole cost of the maintenance of a midwife, it may be relieved of a 
portion of it by the appointment of the midwife to act as also the teacher of 
the local girls’ school—aun arrangement under which the girls will be better 
taught than they are at present under a male teacher. 

37. The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 380th June has the 
| following :— } 

Lord Curzon commenced his rule over the 
; ashes of the Calcutta Municipality, and he ig going 
to finish his rule by pulling local self-government by its roots. Who eyor 
thought that such a misfortune would befall the country under the regime of 
Lord Curzon? We have on various occasions seen the affluence of his 
speech. But, when we search for his deeds, we do not see that he has done 
anything for this country. We shall be happy if His Excellency can leave local 
self-government intact and uninjured when he leaves his Viceroyalty. 


A qualified midwife wanted at 
Contai in the Midnapore district. man 


Local self-government under 
Lord Curzon. 


(f)— Questions affecting the land. 


88. The Aitavadi [Calcutta] of the 26th June says that the system of 
_ land settlement in the Bhutan Duars is productive 
oe settlement system in of great hardships to tenants, There are two 
kinds of tenure-holders, the jotdars and the chukan- 
dars. A fresh settlement is made every fifteen years either with the old 
tenure-holders or with new men at the Settlement Officer’s pleasure, and the 
land revenue is, a8 a rule, enhanced at every such settlement. The patia 
given to the joédar is the same as that which is given to the chukandar, and 
both therefore acquire interest of the same nature in the tenures the 
ie proc bbs hold. The chukandar’s only interest in his land consists in tilling 
and enjoying the harvest grown on it. Itis needless to say that for want 
of a permanent interest, no tenant is induced to look after the permanent 
improvement of his tenure. This is the reason why Lord’ Cornwallis worked 
so hard and strove so strenuously in order to convert the Decennial into the 
Permanent settlement. , 

39. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 27th June gives the substance of 
the petition which has been submitted to. the 
Lieutenant-Governor by the khas mahal tenants of 
Gora Bazar in Berhampore town in the Murshid- 
abad district on the subject of their differences with Mr. Carey, the Collector of 
the district, and says that if the complaints made in the petition be true, the 
case must be @ serious one, and there should be no delay in holding an enquiry 
and setting the matter right. 

Of course, it is only one side of the case which is seen in the petition. 
Still, Government should not fail to make an enquiry as to the truth or other- 
wise of the allegations contained in it. As the dispyte involves questions of 
right between the Sovereign and his subjects, it would be best to refer it to 
Civil Court, and it is hoped that the Lieutenant-Governor will lose no time in 
doing what he considers best in the matter. gies 


The petition of the tenants, Gora 
Bazar khas mahal. 


(9) —Ratlways and communicatvns, including canals and irrigation. 


40. The Burdwan Sanjivani [Burdwan] of the 23rd June complains of 
the absence of waiting-rooms for third and inter- 
mediate class passengers in an important station 
like Burdwan on the East Indian Railway. Absence of such accommodation 
causes very great inconvenience to native passengers. 
41. The Brkas i Boren!) of the osrd_ June complains of the want of 
Sic eisk a ict cas betel te either a khal or a road between Kasipur near 
— ‘ Barisal town and the Kalijira river. It is a matter 


A railway complaint. 
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of regret that repeated petitions made by the local people for the excavation of 
the Bheduria hal have been ineffectual. 


42, The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 
24th June complains that though the Railway Com- 
| panies concerned realise a third class fare from 
every cooly travelling by rail between Bihar or the United Provinces and 
Assam, they generally make such coolies travel in goods waggons. The other 
day, a cooly travelling to Chirir Bandar on the Eastern Bengal State Railway 
ina goods waggon fell down and was severely hurt, the accident having 
occurred in consequence of a door of the waggon giving way. 

There is a rule for every passenger carriage to be lighted at night. But 
goods waggons carrying cooly passengers are Never 80 lighted. 

43, A correspondent of the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 26th June is , 

that since the publication of a complaint against him 
in a previous issue (see Report on Native Papers of 
the 20th June 1903, paragraph 47), Mr. Magaris has mended his ways, although 
his superiors in-office have taken no notice of the complaint. ho has ever 
heard of a European officer of the East Indian Railway being taken to task for 
any fault or misconduct on his part? There are many Magurises in railway 
service who take their horses to this place and to that free of cost. Ladies also 
are sometimes found to travel in officers’ carriages without travelling passes. 

44, The same paper publishes the following railway complaints :— 

(1) Babu Narendra Nath Chatterji, writing 
from Baidyabati in the Hooghly district, complains 
of oppressions committed on carters by the gateman of No. 9 gate, north of 
the Seoraphall railway station. ‘Two or three thousand carts pass through the 
gate every week. The gateman beats their drivers, pushes the carts into a 
tank north of the road, takes sundries therefrom, and keeps them standing at 
the gate for hours without ee cause. The correspondent has himself seen 
loaded carts to be pushed into the tank, endangering the lives of the “drivers 
and the animals drawing them. It is also easily conceivable how difficult it is 
to draw a loaded cart out of a tank. : 

wk correspondent says that a basket of mangoes recently sent by 
Babu Thakur Das Chakravarti, an inhabitant of the Kalor village in the 
24-Parganas district, from the Barasat station on the Bengal Central Railway to 
the Dinapore station on the East Indian Railway line, in the name of Babu 
Kshetra Charan Chakravarti, the head clerk of the District Traffic Superinten- 
dent’s office at Dinapore, was tempered with on the way and many of the 
mangoes were stolen. On another occasion, Thakur Das Babu sent by railway 
parcel 11 or 12 pots of molasses toa merchant in Allahabad. The consignee 
did not receive two of the pots, and the remaining four were half-empty. 

45. A correspondent of ™ same ard complains of the extremely bad 

.,., condition of the road which es through the 
mae eeap Se — district. Sothal village within the wl oer vebdivilen of 
the Khulna district. The repairs made last year were quite insufficient. A 
number of khals cut the road between Sothal and the Katakhali bazar. The 
places at which the khals cut the road should be made pucca. 

46. The People and —— Wrecsapete of the 26th June has a communi- 

cated article to the following effect :— : 

wa 7 > © It is a pity that the fs Mew “might is right” 

should be found true even under the civilised 
English Government, whose Viceroy has proclaimed that he will weigh all— 
whites and blacks—alike. We always find women oppressed by men and a dark 
native travelling in the same railway carriage with a white European insulted 
and even killed for presuming to interfere, in the slightest degree, with the 
latter’s monopoly of all the comforts to be found in that carriage. There are 
Courts, it is true. There is also a trial with arguings and speech-makings. 
But the upshot of all is that the white European is let off with a fine of Rs. 50, 
while the dark native loses his invaluable life. It is a pity that all this should 
be true. Even a house-dog opposes with great valour and all its might the 
intrusion of a stranger-dog. But the Indian is worse even than a dog. Even 
in his own country he lives in a state of constant dread. In offices as well as 


A railway complaint. 


A railway complaint. 


Railway complaints. 


on railways, he is the object of mere sport to Europeans. It is said that male | 
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Europeans make use of the gate at the Howrah station which is reserved for 
females, Such defiance of the law would not have been possible if every 
illegal act had been impartially and condignly punished in this country. It is 
hoped that the authorities will take steps to put a stop to all insolent oppression 
by Europeans at the Howrah station. 

BasoMaTt, 47. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 27 th June fails to see any intelligent 
June 27th, 1908 motive in the action of the authorities of the East 
Indian Railway in introducing a new form of 
third-class tickets, in which only the name of the station at which tickets are 
sold and the number of each ticket are printed, and the fare and the name of 
the station to be travelled to are written down by the booking clerk. The 
brief space of ten or twenty minutes, within which tickets have to be issued 
to a large number of passengers, is quite insufficient to allow the booking 
clerk to write these particulars on each ticket, and the consequence is that 
many passengers fail to get their tickets, and in many cases wrong entries are 
made in the hurry, All this is causing serious inconvenience to passengers. 

48. The Dacca Prakash [Dacca] of the 28th June complains that the 
railway coolies at the Dacca Railway station do not 
allow passengers’ own servants to carry their 

luggage to or from the railway carriages, and make very exorbitant charges for 
their own services, A correspondent supports the editor in the above complaint, 
and says that each cooly charged him two annas, which was reduced 
after much entreaty to one anna and-a-half, for each load carried from the 
station gate to the railway carrrige. Coolies, also, often threaten passengers. 
CunuMun, — 49. A correspondent of the Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 30th June 
coma nee complains of the want of a road between Nilganja 
ingh detect Ss Bazar to Kishorganj, in the Mymensingh district. 
Bhat This want causes great inconvenience to the 
residents of Bhimnagar and the adjoining villages. : 
ie sue 50. The following appears in the English columns of the People and 

PRaTIVast, Prativasi {Calcutta }.of the 30th June :— | 

June 30th, 1908. = Pani pandyes not found at tho Friday evening last I*had occasion to take 
Balleny. on the Bengal Central « trip to Dattapukhar—a station on the Bengal 
Central Railway—with three friends of mine. 
I had heard of many complaints regarding the management of the 
Bengal Central Railway authorities and the highly offensive behaviour 
of their employés on the line, and it was my special object to notice the 
irregularities or instances of highhandedness that I might come across. And 
fortune favoured me soon. My friend, Mr. Sukes Deb Roy, B.a., was rather 
a little too indisposed. He felt extremely thirsty the moment we got down 
from our cab at the Sealdah station. There was no time to wait outside 
the station, and we entered the platform and got into one of the two compart- 
ments of a second-class carriage. In vain did we look out and cry aloud for 
the pant pandye, for he was nowhere to be found. The Musalman water- 
carrier was close by. But where was the pant pandye? A European gentleman 
got into the other compartment of our carriage, beckoned the water-carrier, 
and the man—all courtesy and attention—handed him a glass of pure water. 

Now what does this signify? The crime of colour. The arrangements 
for the Europeans and Eurasians are what they should be, but the natives— 
they are left to shift for themselves. ‘The major portion of the railway coffer 
is filled up by the money paid by native passengers: it is therefore meet 
and proper that their comforts and conveniences should be more carefully 
looked after by the railway authorities and their employés. 

But to return. The train started and the next up-station was Dum-Dum 
Junction. Here, too, we called out in vain for the pani pandye. Not a bottle 
of soda water or lemonade was to be had there. My friend was thus put to 
great straits—yet he possessed his soul in patience, and we reached the next 
station—Dum-Dum Cantonment. After we had called out twice or thrice for 
the pani pondye here, the station-master, Babu Gopal Chandra Mukherjee, 
a perfect gentleman, came running after our carriage and asked what we 
wanted. We told him our tale in a word or two, and he ran after the water- 
carrier. The man was immediately at our side, and my friend drank two 
tumblers full of water at a stretch, and felt as if he drank in new life. The. 
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on-master was very kind and courteous. On being asked how he could 
cocengpongyess shen ie was perhaps busily engrossed with his duties, he 
replied : ‘‘ Sir, I have been here for the last 18 years, and it is my constant 
endeavcur to look after and remove the grievances snd occasional inconvenience 
of the passengers who pass up or down the station. The moment a train stops 
here 1 come out and walk to and fro by the side of the train to see if the 
passengers are well cared for. We thanked him sufficiently, and he remarked : 
“Sir, 1 do not deserve any praise or thanks from you. What I have done is 
nothing but my duty, and I ain sorry that all of my brother ofticers do not 
understand and mind their duties well.” We wish the Company could reward 
such a dusiful and well-bred station-master and secure the services of more 
men of this stamp than there are now on the line. 


(h)— General. 


51, A correspondent of the Jyoti | Chittagong] of the 25th June 
complains: of irregularities mm the delivery of letters 
and postal articles in Dhalghat. A few days ago 
a letter addressed to Nalin Chandra Chakravarti was dolivered to another, 
who opened and read it and returned it to the addressee five days after. As 
the letter was a very private and important communication, its misdelivery 
inflicted loss on the addressee. | = 

It is not known why the postal authorities refused to open a post-office in 
the village, and returned the money which they had ordered to be deposited 
for the cost of an experimental office. : | 

52. The Sanjivani [Calcutta Lof the 25th June thanks Lord Kitchener for 
the general order he has recently. issued on the 


A postal complaint. 


Lord Kitchener’s general order. 


, _ soldiers, : 
53. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 26th June says that the Bengalee 
_ newspaper has recently published a letter issued 
by the Government of India to the effect that in 
future soldier-clerks should be appointed to all 
posts in the Military Department carrying monthly salaries of Rs. 200 and 
upwards, and that these soldier-clerks should be European and not native 
soldiers. Everyone knows that during Lord Curzon’s Viceroyalty the door to all 
high posts in all departments of Government, except the Military Department 
has been closed against natives, and now the same thing is going to be done 
in the Military Department also. His Excellency does not say why he has 
taken this step. Perhaps he did not consider it necessary to say. Is it in 
this way that the authorities are showing their respect for the Queen’s 
Proclamation. 
04, Referring to Lord Kitchener’s recent order on the subject of the 
, killing of natives by European soldiers, the same 
paper says that in his time Sir George White issued 
an order for the prevention of oppression by European soldiers, but to no effect. 
If Lord Kitchener’s order succeeds in preventing what Sir George White’s order 


failed to prevent, His Excellency’s name will befor ever remembered with 
gratitude by the Indians. 


Exclusion of natives from high 
posts in the Military Department. 


Lord Kitchener’s general order. 


55. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 27th June is glad that His © 


Excellency Lord Kitchener has issued a circular 


L d , 9 : oe ee . - ° 
ond Kitchener's cireular. probihiting European soldiers from ill-treating the 


natives of India. 


must be pronounced a hopeless task. | 
96. Referring to the Commander-in-Chief’s general order on the subject 
il aes of the killing of natives.by European soldiers, the 
ie techn Bangavasi , Calcutta] of the 27th June says:— 
There is no doubt that Lord Kitchener’s object in issuing the order is 
extremely laudable.: But similar orders issued’ before produced no effect, and 
accidents at the hands of European soldiers have gone on occurring as before. 


subject of the killing of natives by European — 


ia. Similar efforts were made by many of his predecessors, but - 
their exhortations made no impression on the hard hearts of the soldiers. If 
Lord Kitchener’s circular, too, proves ineffective, the reform of these soldiers 
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We cannot, therefore, rejoice at the mere fact that the present order has been 
issued. All India will rejoice and bless the Commander-in-Chief if his order 
has the effect of checking the ill-treatment of nativer by European soldiers, 

57. General orders like Lord Kitchener’s last, says the Tripura Hitaish; 
[Comilla] of the 30th June, will produce no effect 
so long as white men will not learn to love black 
men as their brethren, so long as they will continue to hate the black men as 
niggers, heathens, and people belonging to a subject race. Efforts should 
therefore be made to generate a brotherly feeling between the white men and 
the black men. 


Lord Kitchener’s general order. 


IV.—-NATIVE STATES. | e 


58, A correspondent of the Education Gazette oe of the 26th June 
censures the Guekwar of Baroda for his proposed 
The proposed marriage lawin marriage law, which is intended to put a stop to 
the Baroda State. ae oe es 
child marriage. If the Gaekwar had proposed to 
fix eight, and not fourteen, years as the minimum age of girls at which marri- 
age would be permissible, his subjects would not have opposed the proposed 
legislation. For there is great religious merit, according to the Sastras, 
in giving a girlin marriage in her eighth year. But fourteen is too high 
an age to be fixed as the minimum marriageable age for an Indian girl. This 
high age-limit, combined with the exewption from punishment which the pro- 
posed law under considerations of expediency allows in certain cases, will 
encourage corruption in the law courts and forgery, falsehood, and similar 
other crimes among the people. The example the Gaekwar is setting is a 
dangerous one, for it may any day be followed by the English Government. 


V.—ProsPecTs OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


59. The thar [Contai] of the 30th June states, on the authority of a 

: roe _ respectable inhabitant of Balighai, that severe 

iy ee — villages in scarcity prevailsin Uddhabpur, Daudpur, and 30 or 

40 other villages. It has been already stated by 

this paper that one man has died of starvation and two have left home from the 

pinch of hunger. Thefts and dacoities are on the increase, Thefts of cooked 

rice are of frequent occurrence. One Hati Maite, whose sole property consisted. 

of two maunds of rice, was beaten to death by the thief. The authorities 
should make enquiries and devise means for saving the lives of the people. 


VI.—MIsckLuUANEOUS, 


60. The Mitavadi [Calcutta] of the 26th June has the following :— 

India still yields, as from her inexhaustible 
maternal breast, a plentiful supply of rice and 
water, milk and ghee, honey and sweets—an 
inexhaustible store which, one would suppose, was more than sufficient to feed 
her countless millions— a never-failing horn of plenty which is exhausted to-day 
only to be replenished to-morrow. ‘l'eli me, UO Indians, who procure this store 
and who eat it. | | 

It is the melancholy looking and toil-worn Indians who provide this 
daily store. Itis you who provide this store of fruits and flowers, of milk and 
ghee, of rice and water. And whoeat it? The guests It is for the comfort 
of foreign guests that you slave and toil, procure honey from your woods, 
delicious fruits from your greene, pute milk and ghee from your dairies, and 
crops from your fields. You are fatiguing yourselves and wearing yourselves 
out in this service. And what is it that you ask for with such sad, supplicating 
looks? Only a morsel of food for your craving stomach, only a drop of water 
to allay your thirst? But what is it that you receive? A handful of dust! 

It is possible for only Indian men net | women to pinch themselves in this 
way to entertain foreign guests. In the history of no other country do we 
find so unique an incident, No one ever dreamt that the superhuman liberality 
of the Oriental Aryan would produce so disastrous an effect If the wise men 
of the last century could have foreseen this, they would not, in ‘all ‘probability, 
have combined to provide for the entertainment of these guests. To appease 


What we ask forand what we 
receive. 


_ the all-devouring ‘hunger of these guests, Indians now bid fair'to starve day 
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month after month, year after year. Were you then born only to 
oe tea 2? The crooked alley of the guestsis bearing, in silence, the 
reproaches of the whole world for causing premature deaths from hunger 
i not one or two but of millions of human beings, protecting itself all 
the while under its white garment of civilisation, and is daily snatching 
away out of your mouths your morsels of food, praising all the while your 
unique and incomparable self-sacrifice. That is why we say, we ask for food 
and clothing, but receive premature death and praise for meekly accepting it. 

Has the whole of India then accepted the doctrines of Christ ? We do 
not know that, nor what likelihood there is of the Indians becoming Christians 
after the example the Christians are setting every day, Forgetting race, 
religion, education, and inborn virtues, they are trampling upon the whole 
country and we aro meekly allowing ourselves to be so trampled upon every 
day, like true disciples of Christ. They are walking about joyfully and 
receiving our homage, but treating us in barbarous fashion, while we, in our 
own country, are falling, for little or no reason, victims to death like helpless 
beasts, like Christ’s sheep. That is why we say we ask for success in the 
struggle for existence, but receive only the dreadful agonies of death. 

Even the weak sparrow makes an effort to save its life? Will you alone 
then convert India into a scene of desolation by giving away your livas, at every 
step, without making the least struggle or resistance ? ‘T'o such a pass have 
the guests brought the country that they can, if they like, slaughter these 300 
millions of men and women like so many helpless beasts. That is why we 
say, led by an irrepressible instinct, we want to live, but we see ultimate 
extermination awaiting us. Is there no remedy for this? 

True, we have received many benefits from the foreign guests, and we are 
fully grateful to them for those benefits. But it is our duty to see that we do 
not die of starvation in entertaining them. We are becoming so weak and 
incapable every day that if we do not promptly shake off our lethargy, our 
fate will in the end be very miserable. 

61. The Basumati | Calcutta} of the 27th June says that a native clerk in 

the office of the well-known merchants, Mcssrs. 

Kind treatment of the family of Apcar and Co, of Calcutta, having lately died 
mal cig afirmof Euro- | fier a service of thirty seven years, Mr. Apcar, the 
head of the firm, sent for the clerk’s son and gave 

him his father’s post, besides conferring a pension of Rs. 40 a month on the 
widow of the deceased. Mr. Apcar’s large heartedness and kinduess to the 
family of his cleik are worthy of imitation even by the Government In no 


other country of the world have Englishmen, possessed of a kind heart, so — 


many opportunities of winning a people’s devotion and respect as in India. 
But, unfortunately, most Englishmen in India do not look upon the natives as 
better than worms and insects, and consider it a glory to trample them under 
foot. ‘There is not the least chance of euch Englishmen benefiting by Mr. 
Apear’s example. They will, on the contrary, take him for a cowardly and 
inexperienced man. : 

62. ‘The same paper bas the following :— 


: The Defence Association which the Anglo 
T ea-n ‘ . 
Pb on. sand emtaanters’ de- Indians of Calcutta formed at the time of the Ibert 
Kill controversy has, in course of time, come to be 
known as the Anglo-Indian Association. Its objects and pursuits, too, are now 
_ hot the same as those which the original Association proposed to itself. It has 
given up its militant attitude, and is not su intent on injuring the native com- 
munity as it once was. | : 
But Cachar in Assam is going to see what Calcutta sapete did not witness. 
Vachar is going to he a Defence Association, with a European Barrister as 
its paid Secretary. He will be the General of tke army of tea-planters, and 
will lead his host in all battles with Deputy Commissioners, &c., and, if need 
be, carry war even into the High Court. With his help and under ‘his pro- 
tection, tea-planters will extend their already large powers and make a fresh 
exhibition of the American slavery affair by reducing the tea-garden coolies 
to veritable slavery. 
A single lion is enough to clear a whole forest of all lesser animals, and 
what a terrible thing it must be for all lions to band themselves together. 
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This Association of lions will not remain content with exercising its power 
merely over the weaker animals, but it will fight, with its host of lion soldiers 
even with those who may come forward to protect the lesser animals, and yi]} 
not rest till it has defeated them. It will make the Chief Commissione; 
tremble, and even the Viceroy will have to secure his safety by making peace 
with this army of lion soldiers. 


Poor coolies must now look up to Heaven for protection: Who can kil] 
him whom God protects, and who can protect him whom God is. bent upon 
killing? But it behoves the tea-planters to think of the consequences their 
action may lead to. The indigo-planters of Bengal rose to the height of their 
insolence and harassed Haris of the Hindoo Patrtot, sent Missionary Long to 
jail, and got Sir Peter Grant, Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, fined ina law 
court. In 1864, Bengal shook under their terrible tramp. In 1874, Bengal 
had not been completely rid of its indigo-planters and plantations. But there 
was & revolution in the course of ten years—a revolution which was wrought by 
the hand of God. So, when the time will come, hundreds of Defence Asgoci- 
ations, like the one which is going to be established in Calcutta, will be blown 
away by the smallest breath of air. 


63. The People and Prativasi [Calcutta] of the 1st July has the following 
in its English columns:—Chandra Narain Singh, 
Bahadur, an ez-Collector of Calcutta, who has just 
retired under the age-limit rule, was an official who, 
during his long and meritorious service, had enjoyed a well-merited popularity. 
He was the soul of probity, and in all his dealings and relations, whether with 
the official or non-official world, he was held in the highest possible regard and 
respect. The age rule acts with undesirable effect in many instances, and in 
the case of Rai Chandra Narain Singh, Bahadur, particularly so, He may, how- 
ever, take much solace from the fact that he carries with him into his retire- 
inent the egteem of all those with whom he has come in contact. 


64. The same paper has the following in its English columns: — 

It was in the days of that half-witted Emperor, 
Muhammad Tughlak, that men were hunted down 
and killed like wild deer. How the idea of man-hunting got into the head of 
that crazy learned fool is more than we can say. Perhaps it was a passing 
whim engendered in the heated brain of an irresponsible despot. But history 
repeats itself. It is true that times have changed, but that makes little differ- 
ence. Old evils will reappear in new forms more subtie and deadly in their 
effects than we are apt to imagine. Gunpowder is a harmless thing when 
compared with dynamite and other powerful explosives of the present day, 
Just in the same way, the passing caprice of Muhammad Tughlak might be 
taken to be quite an innocent affair when compared with the refined system of 


man-hunting as practised in these days of vaunted civilisation and enlighten- 
ment. 


Our readers will perhaps wonder what we mean. Let us, however, assure 
them that we are not speaking in riddles. Look at the superfine arrangements 
that are now being made in South Africa for locating the Indians in what they 
euphemistically call ‘‘ bazars.” Consider, too, how we, the children of the soil, 
are going to be ousted from all the departments of service; and you can no 
longer be in doubt of what is pers in our mind, Indeed we do not know how 
to characterise this organised and systematic crusade against nutives except by 
calling it ‘‘ Man-hunting Extraordinary.” In spite of the kindly assurances of 
the Pioneer we cannot but choose to be “‘uneasy.” ‘Real causes of uneasi- 
ness’, have begun to manifest themselves to an alarming extent. The secreet 
resolutions of the Delhi Railway Conference have only set the ball rolling, and 
it is astonishing how in an incredibly short time the heads of several depart- 
ments have in right earnest set about the task of hunting out the natives. 
The Traffic Managers of the various railways in the country, the Collector of 
Customs, Calcutta, the Calcutta Corporation, and numerous other departmental 
heads have given unmistakable indications of their fondness for the new game. 
Even the crusade that has now been started against native servants is nothiog 
but the outcome of a dread. hostility to the children of the soil, or rather 4 
passionate love that has been conceived for the ‘‘ poor whites.” cores 


Rai Chandra Narain Singh Baha- 
dur, late Collector of Calcutta. 


Hunting of Indians everywhere. 
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It is needless to state that the gigantic scale on which this man-hunting 
business has been organised has filled the country with considerable alarm. 
We are all the more sorry that such a far- ted statesman as. Lord. Curzon 
should be directly or indirectly responsible for this state of things. We have 
not, however, lost our confidence in the present Viceroy ; and we sincerely ho 
that Lord Curzon will see his way to hold the balance of justice even and undo 
the mischief that is being committed in his name. a _ 


: Uniya Papers. nae | 
65. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 20th June states that ordinary hot- 


weather conditions prevailed ‘and a few showers 
The weather and the crop pros- of rain here and there were received during the 


pects. week under report. Sowings are complete and | 


g are generally hopeful. Benet ae 681 ! 
“ The same paper says that the health of the Cuttack town is good, 
, but that cholera is raging in many villages: in 
the Jagatsingpur thana of the Cuttack district. 
67, The same paper regrets to notice that the pound-keeper of Jagat- 
7 singpur, Cuttack, is exacting money in excess of 
the amount due under the law, and is thereb 
spreading discontent among the people. The writer draws to it the attention 
of the District and Local Boards concerned. 
68. Referring to the reported misunderstanding between Mr. M. S, Das, 
3 a Pleader of Cuttack, and Mr. Schurr, the Dis- 
A correction. trict Superintendent of Police of that district, the 
game paper corrects its previous statement regarding Mr. K. G. Gupta, the 
Commissioner of the Orissa Division, and exonerates him from all blame in the 
matter, as he had re to Government that he would take up the matter 
after his return from leave, boa! : 
69. The Gurjatbasini (Talcher} of the 13th June rejoices td learn from 
: the Prajabandhu of Gaunjam that the Raja of Nilgiri 
The Raja of Nilgin staring ® ig going to start a newspaper from his newly 
ee established Press in the interests of the people of 
that State, and wishes success to the ee undertaking in the belief 
that it will meet the growing requirements of the people of that State at the 
present day. ) 


Cholera in the Cuttack district. 


A pound complaint. 


70. The Puri correspondent of the same 
paper states that cholera is raging in that town, 
71. The Utkaldipita (Cuttack | of the 20th June approves of the appoint- 
ment of Dr. Zorab as Chairman, and of Babu Ram 
are ane er = B icee Sankar Rai as Vice-Chairman of the Cuttack Muui- 
pity, Ss Cipality, and observes that these old and tried officers 
| of the Municipality will soon be in a position to 
clear the heavy debt of the Municipality. The writer would have been glad to 
accept an elected Commissioner as the Chairman of the Municipality had one 
been found competent enough to hold the post, as the interests of local self- 
government would have been better served thereby. | | 
2. Referring to the liberality and generosity of the Raja of Talcher as 
we a shownin his making of a gift to a party, who 
Starr? Mseesment in the Talcher ould not pay his revenue to the State . without 
selling his landed property, the same paper observes 
that though the action of the Raja was no doubt good, the very fact points 
to a state of things not at all satisfactory in the State of ‘I'alcher, and that true 
statesmanship requires a thorough investigation into the incidence of the land- 


Cholera in Puri town. 


tax, necessitating remission in cases where it is found inequitable. The writer 


condemns the practice and procedure of the Sale Law as it obtains in British 
 teritory, and advises the Tributary Chiefs to study its defects before adopting 
it in their territories. | 
73. The same papers reviews the judgment of Mr. Magistrate Abdus 
aie a io — i. -~ Puri ae? case, and pane hess 
ate us _Salams though the Magistrate took great pains to write a 
eet to the Bye Bale'd cam sen fede and to convince the public of the 
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innocence of the accused, the public are inclined to think otherwise. Th, 
Magistrate admits that the Raja was treated in a rude, insolent, and violent 
manner under cover of an illegal warrant, though in his opinion the use of 
abusive epithets, such as “ dam soor,” is not proved. Considering the admitted 
social position of the Raja, enough was done to constitute a crime, and the 
Inspector of Police, one of the accused, had no reason to get excited when his 
proceedings were not opposed in any way. Any other gentleman in his posi- 
tion would have discharged his duties with a heavy heart, especially as the 
Raja was innocent from beginning to end. The dictum of the Magistrate 
that the Inspector did not exceed his powers was therefore wrong, and his 
attempts to induce the public to believe that a Police Officer could under the 
cover of an illegal warrant ill-treat any gentleman, however high his social 
position, and that incivility.and insolence were the necessary accompaniments 
of a police career, were simply futile. The ideas of the Magistrate that the 
use of particular epithets constitutes a crime, and that incivility and insolence 
towards a social superior, coupled with clear insult and misbehaviour, do not 
constitute one, are far behind those of the present day. The finding of the 
Magistrate on facts was therefore clearly wrong. The finding of the Magis- 
trate on law was equally wrong. The Inspector had no formal order to execute 
the warrant. This defect or irregularity was, in the opinion of the Magistrate, 
cured by a pencil note of Mr. Garret on the report of the Inspector—a view 
that cannot be accepted as correct by well-informed lawyers. The writer is 
willing to admit the force of circumstances under which the Magistrate was 
working. He was fully aware that some day he would be required to serve 
under Mr. Garrett, the main cause of the Raja’s troubles; that Mr. Fischer, his 
immediate superior, had already given out his views on the subject in 
unmistakeable terms; and that the accused were in the good graces of Govern- 
ment, as they were allowed to remain in their posts and not suspended, and as 
the Government Pleader was permitted to defend them at the public cost. 
Still he should not have passed so many strictures on Babu Gokulanand 
Chowdhury,’ an important witness, whilst keeping himself silent about Mr. 
Garrett’s evidence. The observations of the Magistrate regarding Babu 
Sudarsan Das, the other accused, were also amusing. He had no business to 
be present in the Raja’s palace at the appointed hour, unless it be on the 
supposition that the arrest of a nobleman facilitated the process of realising 
public subscriptions from him then and there. The opinion of the Mazgistrate 
that Babu Sudarsan Das was not an accomplice or abettor was equally wrong. 
The Magistrate has, in his long judgment, noticed more or less every point 
in connection with this sensational case, but he has not a word to say about the 
etition for withdrawal submitted by the Raja, or the number of questions 


intended for the examination of Mr, Garrett by commission that were 


disallowed by Mr. Fischer, the District Magistrate. 


AssaM PAPERS. “ 


74. The Silchar [Silchar} of the 15th June speaks in eulogistic terms 

of Mr. Johnston, the Deputy Commissioner of 

ott gg otmatom, the Deputy Silchar. He isa lover of justice, and always mixes 
, with poor people for the purpose of gathering 
true information about the country. Hedoes not mix with the local Europeans, 


lest such conduct should imperil the ends of justice. May he remain long in 
Cachar! 


a | 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 
Bencat! TRans.atTor’s OFFice, Bengali Transtator. 
The 4th July, 1908. 
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